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The errand project of the huko steelworks and metallurgical combine in 
0 ». e tarn Slovakia has been virtually abandoned, 1 ’Hie buildings already 
constructed have been converted into a student hostel and study center 
a Slovak low-level Communist functionary that tha 
Huko combine was one of £Lansky<s ora ssy projects designed to sabotage 
tu .0 socialist build-up of the Czechoslovak economy- The project was 
abandoned as there were no mtural prerequisites (such as local raw 
rt&teri&l basis, c ommum. cations and skilled labor) for its development* 

In racent weeks there vas a narked increase in the prices of daily ne- 
cessities* Milk went up fr cm Kce 2 to Kos 2*40 per liter and there 
jSLS a corresponding riue in the price of butter and cottage cheese* 

If. metric power went up to Kes 0 o B0 per unit (Kwh) for customers 
using not more, than 100 Kwh per month* Price per unit for customers 
using more than 100 Kwh a month varies from Kca 1*20 to Kcs 2.40, the 
price rising progressively with the number of units consumed,, As a 
-rronsecuence of this new measure, people in villages revert to paraffkx 
lamps for light! ng, reserving electricity for use with agricultural ma- 
chinery* In spite of a considerable economy in power consumption an- 
forced by the new high prices, power cuts continue to m a daily oc- 
curence*- 

BHHH a young man who was recently released from the Jachymov 
uranium mines where he had served a three-year term of forced labor » 
Host of his fellow prisoners were intellectuals unused to heavy phy- 
sical work which, together with brutal treatment, undernourishment and 
lack of medical care was responsible for & high mortality rate among 
th®s. Those who collapsed or were guilty of some other "provocation* 
^ delict, were punished by being beaten and put into the so called 
*bunker*3« Political prisoners in the Tachymov area call enfc another 
There is a high degree of solidarity among them ? allowing 
Are© excimrge of opinion impossible among *free* workers outside the 
poial compound*!. Most of the "Mukiis” believe in liberation and the 
fall of Communism and surprisingly few cravs for vengeance am retri- 
bution* The prevalent Pinion Is that at long last there watt be a 

r.\ ASS 1 FI CATION «?, 


25X1 A 


Approved For Release 2001/11/21 : CIA-RDP80-00810A003501 01 0004-7 










Approved For Release 2001/11/21 : CIA-RDP80-00810A003501 01 0004-7 


SECRET 


- 2 - 



25X1 A 


stop to violence if decent life is to be built again. Therefore, li- 
beration inust not be accompanied this time by a new wave of terror and 
revenge. Practically all the "Kuklis" were pinning their hopes, both 
as to liberation and organisation of a decent society, on the USA. whiefk 
as they say, never betrayed neither Czechoslovakia or the principles 
of democracy* 
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